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more kindly disposed towards him after this, But as
it is always the last drop of water that makes the glass
overflow, so a trifle that happened at this siege, com-
pleted the disgrace of Louvois.

The King, who plumed himself upon knowing bet-
ter than anybody the minutest military details, walk-
ing one day about the camp, found an ordinary cavalry
guard ill-posted, and placed it differently. Later the
same day he again visited by chance the spot, and
found the guard replaced as at first. He was surprised
and shocked. He asked the captains, who had done
this, and was told it was Louvois.

" But," replied the King, " did you not tell him 'twas
I who had placed you ?"

" Yes, Sire," replied the captain. The King piqued,
turned towards his suite, and said: " That's Louvois's
trade, is it not? He thinks himself a great captain,
and that he knows everything/' and forthwith he re-
placed the guard as he had put it in the morning. It
was, indeed, foolishness and insolence on the part of
Louvois, and the King had spoken truly of him. The
King was so wounded that he could not pardon him.
After Louvois's death, he related this incident to Pom-
ponne, still annoyed at it, as I knew by means of the
Abbe de Pomponne.

After the return from Mons the dislike of the King
for Louvois augmented to such an extent, that this
minister, who was so presumptuous, and who thought
himself so necessary, began to tremble. The Mare-
chale de Rochefort having gone with her daughter,
Madame de Blansac, to dine with him at Meudon, he
took them out for a ride in.a little caleche* which be